CAMEROONIAN DIPLOMATS IN CHINA EMBARRASS AGITATING STUDENTS AT THEIR EMBASSY.
By Ngalim Bernard-China
H.E Martin Mpana Mpana, Cameroon’s ambassador to China together with his collaborators embarrassed agitating Cameroonian students at the Cameroon embassy in Beijing, Wednesday 7th April 2010.

It should be recalled that most Chinese universities host about 200 Cameroonian students on a cooperation scholarship between the governments of China and Cameroon. Most of these students made it a point of duty to assemble at the embassy to demonstrate their disgust at what they term ‘absolute neglect’ by their government. The scholarship agreement provides that the government of China shall provide part of the monthly allowance while the government of Cameroon completes the rest. The Chinese quota has never failed and has never been paid late unlike the Cameroonian quota that is due for 20 months. 

One maybe tempted to argue that China being a rapidly economy, there will be readily available part time jobs for Cameroon students to grab. Not only does Chinese law prohibit any alien with a student visa from engaging in paid work but China is a country with excessive degree of racism and xenophobia. In a nation with 1.4 billion people, the black man is considered a second class human being human. Cameroonian students are compelled to live on a meager € 192 per month from the Chinese government despite the high cost of living. 

It was against this backdrop that students converged at their embassy to demand a complete payment of their outstanding dues and obtain a guarantee for a regular payment of these allowances. The ambassador was quick to embarrass the students that their problem should be directed to the Ministry of Higher Education whom he is not. He said this after reminding the students that he is the personal representative of the Head of State and all Ministers in China. When pressed harder the ambassador after failing to convince the students he said they are not government’s priority because the allowance did not fall under the prioritized budgetary heads of the Ministry of Higher Education.
While the students through their president Mr. Marie-Louis Ebanga expressed disappointment at such declarations, they promised to remain at the embassy till the problem is resolved. The ambassador retorted by reminding the agitating students that the Chinese police could come for their arrests if any loud confrontations ensued from the embassy. This corroborated an earlier claim by one of the diplomats at the embassy that the police will be invited for arrests if a student journalist did not stop taking images of the events.
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